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If the rising confrontation between the United States and China erupts into a clash of arms, the likely 

arena may well be the Taiwan Strait. Taiwan is the unfinished business of China’s liberation under the Chinese 

Communist Party (CCP) in 1949. The Guomindang (KMT) forces under Chiang Kai-shek lost the 1945-49 civil war to 

the CCP forces under Mao Zedong. Chiang retreated to the island of Taiwan and set up a regime that claimed 

authority over the whole of China and pledged to recover the mainland eventually. 

 

‘Strategic ambiguity’ 
The CCP in turn pledged to reclaim what it regarded as a “renegade” province and achieve the final 

reunification of China. Taiwan could not be occupied militarily by the newly established People’s Republic of China 

(PRC) as it became a military ally of the United States during the Korean War of 1950-53. It was described as an 

“unsinkable aircraft carrier” underscoring its strategic significance. This phase came to an end with the U.S. 

recognising the PRC as the legitimate government of China in 1979, ending its official relationship with Taiwan and 

abrogating its mutual defence treaty with the island. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. has declared that it will “maintain the ability to come to Taiwan’s defence” while 

not committing itself to do so. This is the policy of “strategic ambiguity”. China, on the other hand, is committed to 

pursuing peaceful unification but retains the right to use force to achieve the objective. This is its own version of 

strategic ambiguity. The PRC has pursued a typical carrot and stick policy to achieve the reunification of Taiwan 

with the mainland. It has held out the prospect, indeed preference for peaceful reunification, through promising a 

high degree of autonomy to the island under the “one country two systems” formula first applied to Hong Kong 

after its reversion to Chinese sovereignty in 1997. According to this formula, Hong Kong would retain its free 

market system and its political and judicial institutions and processes for a period of 50 years, thus enabling an 

extended and gradual transition. The same was promised to Taiwan, but with the added assurance that it could 

also retain its armed forces during the transition period. 

 

Economic links 

With China itself adopting market-oriented reforms since 1978 and becoming, over a period of time, a 

significant economic and commercial opportunity globally, Taiwan business entities have invested heavily in 

mainland China and the two economies have become increasingly integrated. Between 1991 and 2020, the stock 

of Taiwanese capital invested in China reached U.S. $188.5 billion and bilateral trade in 2019 was U.S. $150 billion, 

about 15% of Taiwan’s GDP. By contrast the stock of Chinese capital invested in Taiwan is barely U.S. $2.4 billion 

although investments through Hong Kong may be considerable. 

Taiwanese attempts to reduce the island’s economic exposure to China have not been successful so far. 

China hopes that the considerable economic benefits that Taiwan business and industry enjoy through a 

burgeoning relationship with China would weaken opposition to unification. By the same token, China is capable of 

inflicting acute economic pain on Taiwan through coercive policies if the island is seen to drift towards an 

independent status. 

 

Taiwan’s politics 

Taiwan has two major political parties. The KMT, dominated by the descendants of the mainlanders who 

came to the island along with Chiang Kai-skek in 1949, remains committed to a one-China policy and does not 

support the independence of Taiwan. The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), on the other hand, is more 

representative of the indigenous population of the island, and favours independence. 

However, faced with aggressive threats from China and lack of international support, the demand for 

independence has been muted. China feels more comfortable with the KMT and is hostile to the DPP. Ever since 

the DPP under Tsai Ing-wen won the presidential elections in 2016, China has resorted to a series of hostile actions 

against the island, which include economic pressures and military threats. These actions have escalated since the 

re-election of Tsai Ing-wen in the 2020 elections. Public opinion swung in her favour as China adopted a series of 

hardline policies in Hong Kong, abandoning the ‘One Country Two Systems’ formula promoted by Chinese leader 

Deng Xiaoping. China could no longer pretend that the model was relevant in any sense to Taiwan’s future under 

Chinese sovereignty. 

One important implication of this development is that prospects for peaceful unification have diminished. 

Sentiment in Taiwan in favour of independent status has increased. The escalating military threats against Taiwan, 
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through daily violations of its air defence identification zone (ADIZ) and aggressive naval manoeuvres in the Taiwan 

Strait are currently deterrent in nature, aimed at heading off any move towards independence and its closer 

military relationship with the U.S. 

 

The U.S. stance 

While the U.S. does not support a declaration of independence by Taiwan, it has gradually reversed the 

policy of avoiding official-level engagements with the Taiwan government. The first breach occurred during the 

Donald Trump presidency when several senior officials, including a cabinet-level official, visited the island. The Joe 

Biden officials have continued this policy. The Taiwanese representative in Washington was invited to attend the 

presidential inauguration ceremony (Biden), again a first since 1979. Reports have now emerged that U.S. defence 

personnel have been, unannounced, training with their Taiwanese counterparts for sometime. In a new incident 

last week, a U.S. nuclear-powered submarine reportedly ran into an “unidentified object” while in the South China 

Sea. China has objected to these U.S. actions vociferously. 

The latest statement by Chinese President Xi Jinping on Taiwan on October 9, on the eve of Taiwan’s 

national day, responds to these developments. Mr. Xi said that unification should be achieved peacefully but 

added that the Chinese people have a “glorious tradition” of opposing separatism. Mr. Xi added, “The historic task 

of the complete reunification of the motherland must be fulfilled and will definitely be fulfilled.” 

These statements are somewhat less aggressive and impatient than his earlier ones on Taiwan. This may 

be related to the recent telephone conversation between President Joe Biden and Mr. Xi when Mr. Biden 

reportedly assured Mr. Xi that the U.S. would abide by the “Taiwan agreement”, that is, the U.S. would not 

overturn its one China policy. 

Is China prepared to carry out military operations to invade and occupy Taiwan? 

In March this year, the U.S. Pacific Commander, Philip Davidson, warned that China could invade Taiwan 

within the next six years as part of its strategy of displacing U.S. power in Asia. He appeared to suggest that 

Chinese military capabilities had been developed in order to achieve this objective. Other analysts argue that 

cross-strait operations would be extremely complex and pacifying a hostile population may prove to be long drawn 

out and costly. China may, therefore, be content to head off Taiwan independence while continuing to build its 

capabilities and await a further relative decline of U.S. power and its will to intervene in the defence of Taiwan. 

 

Impact of alliances 

These calculations may be upset by accident or miscalculation, and the recent submarine incident is a 

warning in this respect. The recent crystallisation of the Quad, of which India is a part, and the announcement of 

the Australia-U.K.-U.S. alliance, AUKUS, with Australia being graduated to a power with nuclear-powered 

submarines, may act as a deterrent against Chinese moves on Taiwan. 

But they may equally propel China to advance the unification agenda before the balance changes against it in the 

Indo-Pacific. 

 

For these reasons, Taiwan is emerging as a potential trigger point for a clash of arms between the U.S. and China. 

In pursuing its Indo-Pacific strategy, India would do well to keep these possible scenarios in mind. 

 

 flashpoint (noun) – a situation where sudden 

problems could happen. (In international relations, 

a flashpoint is an area or dispute that has a strong 

possibility of developing into a war). 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, (an 

activity). 

 mindful (adjective) – conscious of, aware of, alert 

to, careful of, wary of, sensible of. 

 the equation (noun) – the situation, the problem, 

the quandary, the predicament. 

 confrontation (noun) – clash, fight, conflict, tussle, 

encounter. 

 erupt (verb) – break out, flare up, blow up, boil 

over, start suddenly. 

 arms (noun) – weapons of war, weaponry, firearms, 

guns, artillery, armaments. 

 arena (noun) – sphere of action, sphere of activity, 

play ground. 

 strait (noun) – a narrow sea passage (connecting 

two seas); channel, stretch of water. 

 unfinished business (noun) – incomplete work. 

 civil war (noun) – a war between organized groups 

within the same state or country. 
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 retreat (verb) – withdraw, draw back, pull back, pull 

out, recoil, escape, flee, take flight. 

 set up (phrasal verb) – form, create, institute, 

establish. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 pledge (verb) – promise, give one’s word, vow, 

swear. 

 eventually (adverb) – in the end, finally, at last. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 ambiguity (noun) – doubtfulness, obscurity, 

uncertainty, ambivalence, indecision; puzzle, 

enigma. 

 renegade (adjective) – disloyal, rebel, rebellious. 

 reunification (noun) – restoration, re-integration. 

 ally (noun) – a country/state with an alliance with 

another one in which they promise to support each 

other militarily and to defend each other. 

 unsinkable (adjective) – not capable of sinking; 

unable to be sunk.  

 carrier (noun) – an aircraft carrier. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 come to an end (phrase) – finish, discontinue, 

terminate. 

 legitimate (adjective) – legal, lawful, constitutional. 

 abrogate (verb) – revoke, repeal, overrule, 

override. 

 treaty (noun) – agreement, accord, pact, compact, 

protocol. 

 nevertheless (adverb) – in spite of everything, 

notwithstanding, regardless, anyway, anyhow, 

however. 

 on the other hand (phrase) – by contrast; as an 

alternative/contrasting situation.   

 unification (noun) – merger, union. 

 carrot and stick (adjective) – a policy approach that 

offers both a reward and threat of punishment. 

 hold out (phrasal verb) – have a feeling of 

(hope/optimism). 

 autonomy (noun) – independence, freedom; self-

government, self-rule. 

 one country two systems policy (noun) – the One 

Country Two Systems policy was originally 

proposed by Chinese communist leader Deng 

Xiaoping shortly after he took the reins of the 

country in the late 1970s. Deng’s plan was to unify 

China and Taiwan under the One Country Two 

Systems policy. He promised high autonomy to 

Taiwan. Under Deng’s plan, the Taiwan could follow 

Chinese capitalist economic system, run a separate 

administration and keep its own army but under 

Chinese sovereignty. (Courtesy : The Hindu) 

 reversion (noun) – a return to a previous state; fall. 

 sovereignty (noun) – Sovereignty means the 

independent authority of the State, not being 

subject to the control of any other State or external 

power; independent authority/control, self-

government, self-rule. 

 free-market (noun) – a type of economic system 

that is controlled by the market forces of supply 

and demand, as opposed to government controls 

that involve price-cutting monopolies. It is different 

from a regulated market or command economy. In 

the latter, a central government agency decides the 

supply and demand, which means the market does 

not operate freely. In a free market, a majority of 

companies and properties are owned by individuals 

or entities in the private sector instead of the state. 

 transition (noun) – change, transformation. 

 transition period (noun) – a period in which things 

are changing from one state/condition to another. 

 market-oriented (adjective) – controlled by market. 

 entity (noun) – organization, institution, 

establishment. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 Gross domestic product (GDP) (noun) – a measure 

of economic activity in a country. It is the total 

value of a country’s annual output of goods and 

services. 

 by contrast (phrase) – conversely, on the other 

hand; compared to, compared with. 

 economic exposure (noun) – the variation in a 

company’s economic or market value due to 

changes in exchange rates. 

 burgeoning (adjective) – growing, increasing 

expanding, mushrooming rapidly. 

 by the same token (phrase) – by the same 

manner/method; for the same reason. 

 inflict (verb) – cause, impose, exact, wreak.  

 coercive (adjective) – overbearing, forceful, 

intimidating, high-handed. 

 drift (verb) – digress, depart, diverge, swerve, 

deviate. 

 descendant (noun) – successor, scion; offshoot, 

heir. 

 indigenous (adjective) – native, original. 

 aggressive (adjective) – hostile, belligerent, 

bellicose, hawkish, combative. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, scarcity, unavailability. 

 mute (verb) – restrain, subdue, silence, tone down. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (23
rd

-DECEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 hostile (adjective) – opposed, inimical, antagonistic; 

confrontational, belligerent, combative. 

 resort to (noun) – use, utilization, recourse. 

 escalate (verb) – increase, intensify, accelerate, 

heighten. 

 swing (verb) – change, oscillate, alternate. 

 hardline (noun) – uncompromising/strict 

commitment or compliance to a policy. 

 hardline (adjective) – uncompromising, strict, 

diehard, extreme, tough, inflexible. 

 relevant (adjective) – pertinent, applicable, 

appropriate, suitable, related. 

 implication (noun) – consequence/outcome, 

ramification, repercussion. 

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the 

advantage of, approve of. 

 Air Defence Identification Zone (ADIZ) (noun) – 

ADIZ is airspace over land or water in which the 

identification, location, and control of civil aircraft 

are performed in the interest of national security. 

They may extend beyond a country’s territory to 

give the country more time to respond to possibly 

hostile aircraft. 

 manoeuvre (noun) – activity, plan/operation, 

stratagem, tactic (carefully planned). 

 deterrent (noun) – a person/thing that discourages 

an action and makes it difficult to do. 

 head off (phrasal verb) – divert, deflect, redirect, 

reroute, turn aside, turn away. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking part, 

involvement. 

 breach (noun) – contravention, violation, breaking, 

non-observance. 

 inauguration (noun) – the formal admission of 

someone to the office; introduction, formation, 

beginning (of something). 

 personnel (noun) – force, staff, workforce, 

employee. 

 counterpart (noun) – someone or something that 

has the same job or purpose as another; 

equivalent, equal, fellow. 

 submarine (noun) – a warship submerged in the 

water. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 

apparently, professedly, ostensibly, purportedly. 

 run into (phrasal verb) – collide with, hit, strike, 

crash into, smash into, plough into, ram. 

 vociferously (adverb) – vigorously, outspokenly, 

vehemently, forcefully, forthrightly. 

 on the eve of (phrase) – a period or day before an 

important event. 

 separatism (noun) – dissension, nonconformity, 

dissent/faction. 

 impatient (noun) – restless, restive, agitated, 

irritated, annoyed, angry, discontented, displeased, 

disgruntled. 

 abide by (verb) – conform to, adhere to, comply 

with. 

 Taiwan agreement (noun) – Washington’s long-

standing policy under which it officially recognizes 

Beijing rather than Taipei, and the Taiwan Relations 

Act, which makes clear that the U.S. decision to 

establish diplomatic ties with Beijing instead of 

Taiwan rests upon the expectation that the future 

of Taiwan will be determined by peaceful means. 

While that act binds the United States to provide 

Taiwan with the means to defend itself, 

Washington only acknowledges China’s stance that 

the island belongs to it and that there is “one 

China”, and takes no position on Taiwan’s 

sovereignty. 

 overturn (verb) – cancel, reverse, repeal, revoke. 

 invade (verb) – occupy, conquer, capture, seize, 

take over. 

 in order to (phrase) – with the purpose/aim of. 

 pacify (verb) – appease, assuage, conciliate. 

 long-drawn-out (adjective) – prolonged, lengthy, 

long-lasting/dragging. 

 content (verb) – pacify, appease, satisfy. 

 await (verb) – wait for, expect, anticipate. 

 alliance (noun) – association, union, partnership. 

 miscalculation (noun) – mistake, blunder, slip-up, 

error of judgement, overestimate. 

 crystallisation (noun) – formation, solidification. 

 advance (verb) – move forward, proceed, move 

along, make progress, make headway. 

 scenario (noun) – course of events; situation, 

context. 

 bear/keep in mind (phrase) – take into account, 

consider, heed. 
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